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New Brunswick Sentinel Practitioner Respiratory Network (NB SPRN): 
 

Respiratory Surveillance Instructions 2023-2024 Season 

Overview of Respiratory surveillance  

The New Brunswick Respiratory Surveillance System is used to monitor respiratory activity, severity, changes 
with circulating viruses (including vaccine match), detect novel viruses, and detect a pandemic. This 
information is instrumental in the development of evidence-based strategies and guidelines for Public 
Health and other Health Care Professionals, advice to the Public, and the development of effective vaccines.  

Sentinel respiratory surveillance in New Brunswick  

The Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health aims to re-scope and re-launch its Sentinel Surveillance 
System to better understand circulating respiratory illnesses within the province and its associated Health 
Regions. The objective of this project is to estimate population level underlying trends of ILI (influenza-like 
illness) within the province as well as facilitate respiratory specimen collection across the province to 
adequately characterize circulating strains as well as monitor for severity. In effort to increase population 
representation and generalizability of results, the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health is proposing 
to recruit emergency departments across the province as sentinel sites for reporting of individuals with ILI. 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of this project (2023-2024) will aim to increase ILI syndromic surveillance at various 
sites in the province, while Phase 3 (2024-2025) will aim to increase respiratory testing in the community (i.e. 
physicians’ offices, clinics, Health Centers, etc). 

Reporting Requirements: ILI patient consultation 

• Participating Emergency Room sites are instructed to enter the code “I-L-I” within their electronic 
system for reason for consultation of any person presenting to ER with influenza-like symptoms (no 
differentiation between influenza-like-illness and COVID-like illness). 

• For existing, non-ER, NB SPRN practitioners that collects information on ILI, you will continue to 
receive a weekly email from CNPHI (Canadian Network for Public Health Intelligence) each Monday 
with a link active until Sunday 11:59pm of the same week. Practitioners are asked to fill in the data 
entry site (see Appendix B) with the number of ILI cases seen by age group out of the total number 
of patients seen for one day during the week.   

Reporting Requirements: Lab specimen submission 

Sites participating in the 2023-2024 specimen collection pilot may refer to the ‘NB SPRN Spec Collection_2023-
24’  for detailed instructions on the specimen collection procedure.  
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Appendix A: NB SPRN Site Map for 2023-2024 (As of July 2023) 
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Appendix B: CNPHI Sentinel Physician ILI Reporting Form 
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Appendix C: NB SPRN Lab Requisition Form 

 


